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CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 02027 

DEPARTMENT PASS TO INTERIOR FOR OMSN AND OTA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNGA, TQ, US, JA 

SUBJECT: 45TH TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL (TC): JAPANESE DEMARCHE 
CONCERNING WAR CLAIMS 

1 . ON MAY 18 JAPANESE MINISTER KATO AND MISOFF 

IMANISHI CALLED ON USUN MINISTER COUNSELLOR PETREE, DELOFF 
STEWART AND MISSOFF KRIENDLER AT KATO'S REQUEST ON 
INSTRUCTION FROM TOKYO. KATO AND IMANISHI NOTED THAT 
THERE HAD BEEN CONSIDERABLE DISCUSSION OF THE MICRONESIAN 
WAR CLAIMS ISSUE DURING THIS TC SESSION AND SAID TOKYO 
WAS CONCERNED THAT THE PICTURE WAS A "LITTLE DISTORTED" 

IN THE RECORD. THEY REVIEWED THE GOJ POSITION THAT THE 
1969 AGREEMENT "FULLY AND FINALLY DISCHARGED" JAPAN FROM 
ALL LIABILITY FOR MICRONESIAN WAR CLAIMS AND NOTED THAT 
US CONCUCRRENCE WITH THIS VIEW HAD BEEN REITERATED IN THE 
OCTOBER 12. 1977 EXCHANGE OF NOTES VERB ALE BETWEEN THE 
DEPARTMENT AND THE JAPANESE EMBASSY. 
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2. NOTING THAT SOME ACTION IS REQUIRED, IMANISHI 

SAID THE GOJ DID NOT WANT TO EXERCISE ITS PEROGATIVE OF 
MAKING A STATEMENT IN THE TC OR REQUESTING THE CIRCULATION 
OF ITS VIEWS IN DOCUMENTARY FORM, SINCE THAT WOULD EXPOSE 
A DELICATE BILATERAL ISSUE TO 3RD PARTY SCRUNITY. 

THE GOJ IS CONCERNED ABOUT TWO ASPECTS OF THE SITUATION: 

THE TC DEBATE AND THE REPORT OF THE TC TO THE SC. 
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3. IMANISHI SAID THAT ON MAY 14 A 13-MEMBER 
MICRONESIAN DELEGATION, REPRESENTING THE CONGRESS OF 
MICRONESIA AND THE PALAU AND NORTHERN MARIANAS WAR 
CLAIMS COMMISSIONS, HAD VISITED TOKYO WHERE THE GOJ 
POSITION WAS EXPLAINED TO THEM AT THE MFA. THE 
DELEGATION WAS TOLD THAT THE GOJ VIEWS THE QUESTION 

OF WAR CLAIMS AS AN INTERNAL MATTER TO BE RESOLVED BETWEEN 
THE US AND MICRONESIA. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO PETR EE'S QUERY ABOUT WHAT WE MIGHT DO, 
IMANISHI SUGGESTED A STATEMENT NOTING THAT 
PURSUANT TO THE 1969 AGREEMENT JAPAN HAD "FULLY AND 
FINALLY DISCHARGED" ANY LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES IT 
MIGHT HAVE HAD. PETREE PROMISED TO REPORT THE DEMARCHE 
PROMPTLY AND TO SEEK INSTRUCTIONS WITHIN THE TIME FRAME 
OF THIS TC SESSION. (CLOSING STATEMENTS ARE NOW SCHEDULED 
FOR THURSDAY, MAY 25.) HE PROMISED TO INFORM KATO OF 

THE DEPARTMENT S REPLY. 

5. CONCERNING THE EQUITABLE CONSIDERATIONS IN FAVOR OF 
FULLY SATISFYING ADJUDICATED MICRONESIAN CLAIMS, KATO 
SAID THAT IS A MATTER FOR THE FUTURE AND 

EMPHASIZED AGAIN THAT THE MICRONESIANS SHOULD KNOW THAT 
THE MATTER IS LEGALLY SETTLED. KATO INDICATED THAT THE 
GOJ IS 
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INTERESTED IN THE AREA AND WOULD EXTEND ASSISTANCE IN THE 
FUTURE. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: THE DEPT VIEWS ARE REQUESTED BY 
COB TUESDAY, MAY 23. LEONARD 
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